Designation of Alston Moor Neighbourhood Area
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Report Details

The power to designate an area as a Neighbourhood Area Is exercisable
under section 81G of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Under
Regulation 5(1) of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012
an area application has to include a map which identifies the area to which
the area application relates, a statement explaining why this area is
considered appropriate to be designated as a neighbourhood area and a
statement that the body making the area application is a relevant body for the
purposes of section 61G (2) of the 1990 Act.

Alston Moor Parish Council as the ‘relevant body’ submitted an application
for designation of the Alston Moor Parish area to be designated as a
Neighbourhood Area (the submission is at Appendix 1). The specified area
includes the whole of the area of Alston Moor Parish and so satisfies section
81G (3) of the Act. The application states that following designation the
Parish Council will consider how the new planning tools available to them can
best be applied.

The application for designation as a Neighbourhood Area was publicised for
a 6 week public consultation period from 14 April 2014 until 2 June 2014.

In total 9 responses were made within that timescale — 1 was in support, 2
had no objections, 2 were neutral, 4 had no comments to make, and none
had objections. These representations are made available in Appendix 3, and
regard has to be given to them where they are relevant to the Area
Designation. It should be noted that some statutory consultees provide
standard responses that relate more to the contents of future neighbourhood
plans rather than to the Area Designation itself.

Two further formal considerations apply when considering the designation of
Neighbourhood Areas. Firstly, regard must be had to the desirability of
designating the whole of the area of a parish council as a neighbourhood
area as required under section 61G (4) (a) of the Act. Secondly consideration
must be given as to whether the authority should designate the area as a
‘business’ area under section 61H of the Act. The purpose of this Is to identify
where an area is predominately made up of businesses and as such where
businesses should be entitled to vote in any referendum. As this application
covers the whole parish, and the Parish is not considered a business area it
is not recommended that either of these considerations is applicable.

It is recommended that the application is approved. If the application is
approved, then Regulation 7(1) of The Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012 requires the designation to be publicised. If the application
is refused, reasons must be given under section 61G (9) of the 1990 Act and
Regulation 7(2) of the Regulations requires the decision to be publicised.

Policy Framework

The Council has four corporate priorities which are:

Housing
Quality Environment
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